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APPENDIX 1: KEY CHANGES IN CHILDCARE POLICIES IN SOUTH KOREA (2004-2020)

YEAR CHILDCARE POLICY/PROGRAM

Expansion of childcare services to all infants and young children; Legalization of local

2004~

2005 child centers; Introduction of after-school care programs and elementary school care
classrooms.

2007 Introduction of the Childcare Support Service with part-time home-based care
services.

2008 Introduction of reduced working hours for childcare (for workers with children under
3 years old as an alternative to parental leave).

2009 Introduction of childcare vouchers; Introduction of childcare allowance.

2010 Introduction of full-day infant care services for dual-income families.

>0 Expansion of childcare allowance support to a wider age range; Reform of parental
leave benefits to a proportional system.

2013 Universal childcare fee support for all children aged 0-5; Childcare allowance for

children not attending daycare.

Universalization of after-school care for elementary students; Expansion of parental
2014 leave eligibility to children up to age 8; Introduction of 'Daddy Month' for parental
leave with special benefits.

2017 Support for extended full-day care for children in dual-income families.

Announcement of the expansion of national and public daycare centers; Introduction

2018 of comprehensive care system for elementary students; Introduction of child
allowance.
2019 Expansion of child allowance - Universal child allowance for all children under age 7.

Allowance for both parents to take parental leave simultaneously; Removal of
2020 restrictions on splitting reduced working hours for childcare; Introduction of family
care leave for up to 10 days for urgent childcare needs.

18



APPENDIX 2: KEY CHANGES IN PARENTAL LEAVE POLICY IN SOUTH KOREA

YEAR CHANGES IN KOREAN PARENTAL LEAVE POLICY

1988

1995

2001

2006

2008

2010

2011

2014

2015-2019

2020

Introduction of unpaid leave for up to one year, including maternity and postpartum
leave, for working women with infants under one year of age.

An exception was made to extend parental leave to fathers, allowing the spouse of a
working mother to take leave instead. Extension of parental leave to be taken within
one year of the child's birth, regardless of whether it is before or after childbirth.

Introduction of a monthly allowance, and expansion of parental leave eligibility to
all workers, regardless of gender. However, both spouses were not allowed to take
parental leave simultaneously.

Expansion of parental leave eligibility to cover workers with children under three
years of age.

Introduction of the option to split parental leave into separate periods.

Expansion of parental leave to cover workers with children under the age of six who
have not yet started elementary school.

Transition to a proportional payment system for parental leave benefits, providing
40% of the monthly ordinary wage (with a minimum of 500,000 KRW and a
maximum of 1,000,000 KRW). Additionally, 15% of the parental leave benefit was set
aside as a deferred payment, to be received after returning to work and remaining
employed for at least six months.

Expansion of parental leave eligibility to cover workers with children under the age of
eight or in the second grade of elementary school or below.

Introduction of a special parental leave benefit (Daddy Month): When both parents
take parental leave sequentially for the same child, the first month of leave for the
second parent is paid at 100% of the ordinary wage, with a maximum of 1,500,000
KRW.

Increase in parental leave benefits, and other amendments.

Introduction of the option for both spouses to take parental leave simultaneously.
Expansion of the number of times parental leave can be split to two periods.
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2022

2024

Increase in parental leave benefits, Introduction of the '3+3 Parental Leave System’
for parents with children under 12 months old, allowing both parents to take
parental leave either simultaneously or sequentially. For the first three months, the
benefit is 100% of the monthly ordinary wage (with a minimum of 700,000 KRW
and a maximum that varies depending on the duration of parental leave, capped

at 2,000,000 KRW, 2,500,000 KRW, or 3,000,000 KRW). From the fourth month
onward, the benefit is 80% of the monthly ordinary wage (with a minimum of
700,000 KRW and a maximum of 1,500,000 KRW).

Enhanced parental leave benefits if both parents (either simultaneously or
sequentially) take leave within the first 18 months after the child's birth. For the first
six months, the cap on each parent's parental leave benefit is increased, providing

a combined maximum of up to 39 million KRW for both parents over the six-month
period (Effective January 2024).
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